
Fifth & Sixth Class: English: Up and Running! 
 

Story:  The Escape: Pages 246 - 259 

C: Seek and Search 

1. Joseph Balicki was the head master of a primary school in a suburb in 

Warsaw, Poland.  

2. Joseph was sent to the prison camp of Zakyna. 

3. About 120 prisoners were held in each hut at the prison camp. 

4. The ‘cooler’ was one of three or four huts at the back of each prison block 

used for solitary confinement. Unruly prisoners were sent there to ‘cool off’.  

5. He made the catapult from pine twigs and the elastic sides of his boots.  

6. The injured guard kept his keys in his greatcoat pocket.  

 

D: Quest and Query 

 

1. Warsaw under the Nazis was a ‘grim time’ for the Balickis because their 

father was arrested and sent to a prison camp at Zakyna for turning a 

picture of Hitler around during a scripture lesson. Therefore, they had to 

face the Nazis without their father to protect them. We are also told that 

the Nazis had removed Polish textbooks from schools and required 

teachers to teach in German which must have been difficult for the older 

children.  

2. We know that each hut was overcrowded because they were designed 

to hold about 40 prisoners but yet each hut held about 120 inmates. 

3. Joseph did not try to escape during the first winter because he was too ill 

and too dispirited to try. He had lost hope and knew that he did not have 

the mental or physical strength to escape successfully. 

4. The Nazis had hung pictures of Hitler in all classrooms. Joseph was arrested 

and sent to a prison camp at Zakyna for turning a picture of Hitler around 

during a scripture lesson. Someone had reported this to the Nazis and they 

arrested him. 

5. He was devastated and fearful when the line snapped. It had taken a 

great deal of effort to make the line and hook and he may not get an 

opportunity to take the keys from the guard now before he regains 

consciousness.  

6. Joseph was very determined and creative. He had been very inventive in 

making the tools he required to escape and continued with his 

endeavours to escape despite the setback of the line snapping. He had 

also brought a spare hook which showed that he had tried to prepare for 

all eventualities. 

 



E: Word Watch 

1. The Second World War started in 1939. 

2. Joseph Balicki was headmaster of a primary school in 1940. 

3. The next year Joseph was taken to Zakyna prison camp. 

4. The prisoners got cabbage and potato soup to eat. 

5. Joseph Balicki hit a guard with a stone from a catapult. 

6. He put on the injured guard’s uniform.  

F: Watch your Ps and Qs  

1. The soldier’s helmet was found in the trench. 

2. The officer’s uniform lay on the shelf. 

3. The car’s tyre was punctured. 

4. The girl’s friends were all playing in the park. 

5. Men’s jumpers and boys’ shirts are sold in that shop. 

6. Mr Murphy’s dog and Mrs Doyle’s cat were found in the field.  

 

G: Sounds abound  

 

1. The bear emerged from behind the bare tree. 

2. I was not allowed to shout aloud inside the library. 

3. She threw the ball through the fence. 

4. The planes got lost in the fog above the plains. 

5. ‘Please wait there until I check your weight,’ said the doctor. 

6. The maid went upstairs in the hotel and made the beds.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


