
Fifth Class: English: Up and Running 
 

Story:  Stations and Train Journeys: Pages 240 - 245  

B: What have you learned? 

1. Paddington Bear is so called because he was found in Paddington 

Station, London after leaving darkest Peru in South America. 

2. ‘Flag Stops’ were simple platforms in remote parts of Canada and the USA 

where there were no stations at all and passengers had to ‘flag down’ 

trains to get them to stop. 

3. A modern station has ticket desks, ticket machines, arrival and departure 

boards, waiting rooms, left-luggage depots, taxi-ranks and bus bays. Main 

stations often have restaurants and shops. 

4. Chennai Central Station is in India. 

5. Up to 750,000 people pass through Grand Central Terminal every day. 

6. The world’s busiest railway station is Shinjuku Station in Japan. 

7. One of the towers in Nagoya Station is 55 storeys high, while the other is 59 

storeys high. 

8. One might mistake Atocha Station in Madrid for a botanical garden 

because under its great domed roof grows an immense tropical garden, 

full of exotic palm trees and jungle plants. 

9. The longest train journey in the world is the Trans-Siberian railway. It is 

9,259km long and runs from Moscow, in Russia, to Vladivostok in the 

Russian Far East and on to the Sea of Japan. 

10. Passengers dress formally on the Orient-Express. They are not permitted to 

wear casual clothing such as jeans and runners.  

C:  True or False 

1. False 

2. True 

3. False 

4. False 

5. True 

D: Complete the sentences 

1. The Trans-Siberian Railway runs from Moscow, in Russia, to Vladivostok in 

the Russian Far East and on to the Sea of Japan. 

2. The exclusive ‘The Royal Scotsman’ carries only 36 passengers on its 

journey. 

3. The Orient-Express has featured in many films and murder-mystery novels. 

4. One Orient-Express journey is from London’s Victoria Station to Venice, 

Italy. 



5. ‘People pushers’ are employed in Japan to shove commuters onto 

packed trains.  

 

E: Complete the passage 

The first railway stations were simple platforms with very little else. In some 

remote regions of America and Canada, people had to flag down trains to 

get them to stop. One of the first real stations was Liverpool Road Station. It 

looked like a row of houses. Grand Central Terminal in New York is the world’s 

largest station, in terms of platforms. About 750,000 people pass through it 

daily. However, Nagoya Station in Tokyo is tallest, catering for about 3.5 

million passengers every day. Indeed, during rush hour, people pushers are 

employed to shove passengers into trains so that the doors can be closed. 

Japan also boasts the world’s busiest station. Called Shinjuku station, it has 

twin towers over fifty storeys high.  

F: Dictionary Work  

1. Platform: The next train for Aberdeen will depart from platform 9 

2. Bustling: This used to be a bustling town but a lot of people have moved 

away over recent years. 

3. Commuter: The train was packed with commuters. 

4. Exotic: The courtyard was full of exotic plants in terracotta pots. 

5. Destination: We arrived at our destination tired and hungry. 

6. Exclusive: This room is for the exclusive use of guests. 

7. Reputation: The company has a worldwide reputation for quality. 

8. Mahogany: Mahogany is one of the most valuable cabinet woods 

9. Shove: Reporters pushed and shoved as they tried to get close to the 

celebrity. 

10. Tropical: The Amazon river basin contains the world's largest tropical 

rainforest. 
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