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A QUICK LOOK BACK!

In Geography this year, we have studied: 

 The Counties of Ireland. Revise these 
using: 

https://www.purposegames.com/game/count
ies-of-ireland-quiz

 The Rivers of Ireland. Revise these 
using:

https://www.purposegames.com/game/rivers-
of-ireland

 The Mountains of Ireland. Revise these 
using: 

https://www.purposegames.com/game/irelan
d-mountains-quiz-game

https://www.purposegames.com/game/counties-of-ireland-quiz
https://www.purposegames.com/game/rivers-of-ireland
https://www.purposegames.com/game/ireland-mountains-quiz-game


LAKES

A lake is a large body of water surrounded by land on all 
sides. 

Most lakes contain freshwater. 

All lakes are either open or closed. 

If water leaves a lake by a river or other outlet, it is said to 
be open

All freshwater lakes are open.



LAKES AS A HABITAT

Irish Lakes are an important habitat for a number of 

animal and plant species. Let’s look at them. 



LAKES AS A HABITAT

Otter

This mammal is rare in Europe, 

but can be found in lakes and 

rivers throughout Ireland. It is an 

excellent swimmer and hunts for 

fish at night. Its home, which is 

called a holt, is often built under 

the roots of an alder tree growing 

on the bank of a lake or river. The 

cubs are born in summer. They 

are safe from predators, because 

the entrance to the holt is under 

water. 

Mute Swan

This aquatic bird has an orange-

red bill and black nostrils. It eats 

aquatic plants, small amphibians, 

snails and insects. Its nest is a 

large mound of reeds and other 

vegetation.  



LAKES AS A HABITAT

Smooth Newt

This amphibian is approximately 

10cm in length and brown to 

yellow in colour. It hibernates on 

land. From February to May, it 

enters a lake to breed. The female 

lays up to 400 eggs, from which 

hatch newt tadpoles. It is illegal to 

capture or kill a newt in Ireland 

without a licence. 

Pike

This fish can grow to over 1 metre 

in length and weigh up to 20kg. It 

has a long mottled green body, 

large eyes and a mouth filled with 

sharp teeth. It preys on other fish 

and sometimes frogs, leeches and 

insects.   



LAKES AS A HABITAT

Dragonfly

There are 32 species of dragonfly 

in Ireland. The female dragonfly 

lays eggs in water. A brown 

nymph hatches from each egg. It 

remains in the water for up to four 

years before emerging as a 

colourful adult with four wings 

and six legs. 

Yellow Water Lily 

This native aquatic plant flowers 

from June to August on Irish 

lakes. The leaves float on the 

surface of the water. The flower 

has five large yellow petals and 

approximately 20 small petals. 



LAKES OF 

IRELAND

Play the Lakes of 

Ireland game at: 

https://www.purposegame

s.com/game/lakes-of-
ireland

https://www.purposegames.com/game/lakes-of-ireland


LOUGH NEAGH

Lough Neagh (392km²) is the 

largest freshwater lake in 

Ireland and Britain. It supplies 

40% of Northern Ireland’s water. 

Eel fishing has been a major 

industry on the lake for 

centuries. The Lower Bann 

River connects Lough Neagh to 

the Atlantic Ocean. According 

to legend, the lake was formed 

when the giant Fionn

MacCumhaill scooped up a 

lump of land and threw it at his 

Scottish foe. The lump landed 

in the Irish Sea, creating the 

Isle of Man. 



UPPER & LOWER 

LOUGH ERNE

The River Erne flows into Upper 

Lough Erne and Lower Lough 

Erne before entering the 

Atlantic Ocean. The town of 

Enniskillen lies on the River 

Erne between the two lakes. 

Lower Lough Erne

Upper Lough Erne



LOUGH REE

The town of Athlone is on the 

southern shore of Lough Ree

(101km²). According to legend, 

Queen Maeve was killed at 

Lough Ree. In 796 AD, a fleet of 

60 Viking longships sailed up 

the River Shannon into the lake. 

There have been claims of 

sightings of a lake monster 

here! 



LOUGH DERG

Lough Derg (118km²) is the 

third largest lake in Ireland. 

Towns built close to the lake 

include Garrykennedy, 

Portumna, Killaloe and 

Terryglass. The lake empties 

into the River Shannon at the 

Falls of Doonass. Nearby at 

Ardnacrusha is an 

hydroelectric power station. 

The lake is popular for boating, 

sailing and fishing. Holy Island 

is one of a few islands on the 

lake. It contains the ruins of 

four churches. 



LOUGH CORRIB

Lough Corrib (178km²) is 

connected to the Atlantic Ocean 

by the River Corrib. There are 

many islands on the lake. Hen’s 

Castle stands on one of these 

islands. This is the oldest 

fortress in Ireland and was 

home to the pirate queen 

Granuaile. 



LOUGH MASK

Lough Mask (89km²) empties 

into the River Corrib, but also 

feeds into Lough Corrib via an 

underground stream. The lake 

is popular for trout fishing. 



LOUGH CONN

Lough Conn (57km²) is named 

after Fionn MacCumhaill’s

hound, which drowned in the 

lake while hunting boar. The 

River Moy connects it to the 

Atlantic Ocean. 



LAKES OF IRELAND

WORKSHEET

Complete the Lakes of Ireland 

worksheet by writing the name 

of the lake located at No. 1 – 7 

in your copy. 

No. 1 ______________________

No. 2 ______________________

No. 3 ______________________

No. 4 ______________________

No. 5 ______________________

No. 6 ______________________

No. 7 ______________________


